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MINING REHABILITATION FUND — PRO-FORCE MINE SITE 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR S.K. L’ESTRANGE (Churchlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [2.10 pm]: I rise to speak on 
the Pro-force mine site rehabilitation. The commencement of the mining rehabilitation fund in 2013 has provided 
a dedicated source of funding to address abandoned mine sites throughout Western Australia. The MRF replaced 
the old bond system. Since the introduction of the MRF, over $1 billion worth of bonds have been retired and 
given back to operators, both mining and prospectors alike. 
The implementation of the MRF means that tenement holders will not have to provide bonds in the majority of 
cases. This, in turn, frees up capital previously held in bonds, which can then be invested into mining, 
exploration, prospecting and rehabilitation activities. Although benefiting not only the mining industry, the MRF 
provides the legislative framework for the abandoned mines program and ensures that the taxpayers of 
Western Australia will not have to pay for the failure of past and present mining operators. 
The Pro-force mine site is one of four pilot project sites in the Department of Mines and Petroleum’s abandoned 
mines program. The site was selected following feedback from the Shire of Coolgardie and other stakeholders. 
The site was previously operated by Pro-force Mining Contractors Pty Ltd between 1996 and 2004; however, the 
company has since been deregistered. The most prominent public safety concerns at the site are an unsealed shaft 
and a five-metre deep excavated trench that has been in situ for more than a decade. The processing plant, which 
the community was also concerned about, was auctioned off by DMP in November 2015 and has since been 
removed. This site sits adjacent to the Gorge water reservoir, a popular picnic spot with locals and tourists, 
particularly when the dam is full of water. This makes the site a great candidate for the abandoned mines project, 
as public safety at the site is of concern to the Shire of Coolgardie. The rehabilitation works at the site will be 
undertaken after further site assessments and consultation with project stakeholders and the local community. 
A community engagement event, which will be held in collaboration with the project key stakeholder, the 
Shire of Coolgardie, is scheduled to take place in the second half of this year. 
The Pro-force site is one of five priority sites identified that make up the DMP abandoned mines program. The 
other sites include Ellendale diamond mine, Black Diamond pit lake, Bulong nickel tailings storage facility and 
Elverdton tailings. I commend the department for its ongoing work in this area and look forward to announcing 
the completion of the project later this year. 
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